AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATIONS BILLS

SUMMARY

H.R. 2996 - Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010

Putnam Amendment #1

This amendment would require the Secretary of the Interior, who oversees
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to conduct an environmental impact
statement on the damages to the Everglades by the invasive Burmese
Pythons. The amendment would further require the Secretary to develop a
plan to address the spread of these pythons in the short term and long term.

Currently, there are a number of different possible approaches to controlling
the python population such as, hunting, trapping, and studying their
movements. However, all of the methods have disadvantages which hinder
their effectiveness.

The information gathered by quantifying the environmental damage caused
by pythons, combined with research on effective methods of control could
yield positive results to addressing this problem.

Putnam Amendment #2

This amendment seeks to review the activities and effectiveness of the
National Invasive Species Council (NISC). The NISC was created in 1999 by
executive order. It brings together all the federal entities with
responsibilities in addressing issues of invasive species. It also seeks to
collaborate with state, local, and private entities seeking to control or
eradicate invasive species. The NISC is co-chaired by the Secretary of the
Interior, Secretary of Agriculture, and Secretary of Commerce.

The NISC could be an effective and efficient entity to bring federal attention
and resources to dangerous and destructive invasive species such as the
Burmese Pythons.

Unfortunately, this noncontroversial amendment was not even considered
and voted down on a party line vote.



H.R. 2997 - Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010

Putnam Amendment

This amendment is the same as Putnam Amendment #2 described above.
Unfortunately, this noncontroversial amendment was not even considered
and voted down on a party line vote.

H.R. 3183 - Enerqy and Water Development and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2010

Putnam/ Wasserman Schultz Amendment

This amendment, co-sponsored by Congresswoman Wasserman Schultz is
similar to Putnam Amendment #1 described above in the Interior
Appropriations bill. It seeks an environmental impact study to assess the
damages done to the Everglades by Burmese Pythons. The Secretary of the
Army oversees the Army Corps of Engineers which is the federal entity
responsible for Everglades restoration projects.

Unfortunately, this bipartisan and noncontroversial amendment was not
even considered and voted down on a party line vote.



